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The Ingenieur Automatic. Just like the original from 1955 
you never owned because in those days you were interested 
in a very different kind of engineering.
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The IWC Vintage Collection: If you could only dream of owning this watch back then, here’s your second chance  
to make that dream a reality. IWC is celebrating its 140th anniversary with an homage to its classic design – recreated 
with the latest watch technology from Schaffhausen. IWC. Engineered for men.
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Welcome to this edition of the Mercedes-Benz of Northampton magazine. I hope you’ll find the 
contents interesting and informative. 

If I can introduce myself, I am Mike Sands and I had the privilege of being involved in the 
building of the Northampton retailer back in 2005. Since then I have been away running 
another Mercedes-Benz retailer but I am now pleased to be coming back to Northampton where 
my family live.

The Mercedes-Benz of Northampton team and I are all relishing the opportunity to show you 
how passionate we are about getting everything right for you first time every time. 

Our goal is to be the best Mercedes-Benz retailer you can find and we are open to all ideas 
and feedback from our customers. Customer satisfaction is critically important to our business 
and we are proud that we hold one of the highest customer recommendation scores within the 
network. In turn Mercedes-Benz retailers are now recognised as being amongst the very best in 
the country.

As part of a major motor group in the UK, we can utilize maximum strength and resources as 
any other and also operate as a local retailer with local management and control. This gives 
us the responsibility of supporting the local community not only in the jobs we provide but 
also in supporting the local community and charities. Hopefully you’ll get to hear of some the 
challenges we will be undertaking to do this. 

Hopefully we’ll see you at the Riverside Park premises soon, in the meantime please enjoy the 
magazine.

Mike Sands
General Manager 
Mercedes-Benz of Northampton
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The team looking after you

Mike Cantillon - General Sales Manager
Whatever your lifestyle there is a Mercedes-Benz that’s perfect for you. 
And my team is here to help you find your new purchase and walk away 
delighted. Whether you buy a new or used car from us, you will get the 
best customer service in the industry.

Ranbir Kali Rai - Service Manager
No-one enjoys taking their car to the garage so we aim to make it as 
pleasant a process for you as possible. My technicians are qualified 
Mercedes-Benz specialists, and know how to keep your car in full working 
order, maintaining its full value. Our workshops are clean, modern and 
efficient. My service team will keep you up-to-date on the progress of your 
work and ensure you are comfortable while you are waiting. Every time 
you bring your car in we’ll give it a free service wash too.

Anthony Baxendale - Bodyshop Manager
My team aims to keep your car in the same condition it was when it was 
brand new. When you use our department, we’ll go out of our way to make 
sure there’s as little inconvenience for you as possible.
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The Benjamin
125 East 50th Street, New York, NY  10022
For reservations call: 1-888-4-BENJAMIN
Hotel tel:  212-715-2500
Hotel fax:  212-715-2525

RESERVATIONS
For best available rates and special offers, visit www.benjamin.com, 
call 1-888-4-BENJAMIN, or contact your travel professional. 

The Benjamin has carved a niche among business travelers 

(and other sleep deprived souls) by tackling one of travel’s most 

vexing problems:  how to get a good night’s sleep in the city that 

never sleeps. In the quest to ensure that its guests really do get 

a good night’s rest, the luxury midtown Manhattan hotel leaves 

nothing to chance.  Practical and pampering services, ranging 

from a 12-choice pillow menu to milk and cookies at bedtime, 

are combined with custom mattresses with luxe bedding, black-

out shades and anti-insomnia amenities.  Best of all, a sleep 

concierge stands ready with tips and resources to promote rest 

and rejuvenation.  And to prove its commitment to catching 

zzz’s, there’s even a money-back sleep guarantee.  

“Most of our guests are business travelers.  We realize that 

the number-one productivity tool isn’t a laptop, and it’s not a 

blackberry – it’s a good night’s sleep,” says Andrew Labetti, the 

hotel’s general manager.  “A good night’s sleep is non-negotiable. 

Our sleep guarantee ensures that everyone who stays at our 

hotel walks away well rested or gets their money back.”

In addition to a host of sleep-inspiring services and amenities, the 

hotel’s Sleep Concierge can also arrange a relaxing massage at 

the hotel’s Wellness Spa and direct guests to the Emery Bar, where 

sophisticated cocktails that capture the essence of namesake 

architect Emery Roth’s era are served in a quintessential New 

York setting.

“We’re not doctors.  We don’t cure sleep disorders.  But we’ll do 

everything we can to make sure that our guests get the rest they 

need for the next New York day,” Labetti says.

The Benjamin is located in the heart of midtown Manhattan at the 

corner of Lexington Avenue and 50th Street. Classically elegant 

accommodations, world-class amenities, premier technology 

and seamless, superlative service are hallmarks of The Benjamin.

The Benjamin – Good Sleep in 
the City That Never Sleeps

The Benjamin HotelThe Benjamin Hotel

thebenjamin.com

s  A Consultation with our Sleep Concierge
s Nightly bedtime snack 
s  A gift from the National Sleep Foundation:  

soothing CD, bath salts & more

s A Dictionary of Dreams by Mario Reading
s 20% Off Spa Treatments at the Wellness Spa
s  20% Discount off pillows from our  

12-Choice Pillow Menu

Enjoy the luxury getaway of your dreams in New York City.  2-Night retreat includes:

rejuvenate
with a blissful

“sleep retreat”
AT THE BENJAMIN HOTEL

Get a luxurious guest room custom-designed for rest and relaxation. 
Starting from £199 per night (2 night minimum). Stay through 31.12.09



Committed to the very best customer service

Great customer service is a way of life for the team at Mercedes-Benz of Northampton.

All staff are judged regularly against a stringent set of customer service standards, 
rewarding them for close attention to detail.

They are designed to ensure that you have a great experience every time you deal with 
Mercedes-Benz of Northampton.

Over the last 12 months, the retailer has consistently improved its performance.

The sales and service teams are now ranked in the top quarter for customer service in 
the country.

10 – Mercedes-Benz of Northampton



Beautiful cars from the world’s leading car company

Mercedes-Benz can trace its history back to the creation of the very first automobile by 
Karl Benz in January 1886. Now it produces cars, buses, coaches and trucks sold in more 
than 129 countries. The word ‘Mercedes’ started as a brand of the Daimler-Benz (DMG) 
company in 1901.
It was first used by automobile retailer and racing enthusiast Emil Jellinek. He was racing 
DMG automobiles and had his daughter’s name–Mércédès–painted on the side of his car 
for good luck. He later started to build dedicated sports cars for DMG using the name 
Mercedes 35hp. 
The success of this series inspired more models using the same name. By 1926 the word 
Mercedes was linked with the name of the company’s founder, and Mercedes-Benz was 
picked as the worldwide brand for its vehicles.

Mercedes-Benz of Northampton – 13



Nice car 

It’s easier than ever to get a quick insurance quote. 
But the lure of  TV advertising and simplistic 
online rankings can persuade car and home-
owners that insurance cover is a commodity as 
uniform as a sack of potatoes.  Andrew Palmer, 
sales director of independent Northamptonshire 
insurance brokers First Point, warns owners of 
valuable cars and homes to be wary of price 
comparison sites and impersonal, box-ticking 
insurance quotes.

You are unlikely to buy the first car you see. If you’re 
like the rest of us, you spend several weeks weighing 
up the options. Quite right too – you want a car 
that matches your lifestyle, your status, and your 
sense of fun.

But then you have to insure it – and the chances 
are, you’ll call your existing insurance provider or 
try a price comparison site. You were thoughtful – 
perhaps even picky – when you chose your car, but 
happy to settle for one-size-fits-all insurance cover.

The trouble is, insurance policies are as varied as 
automobiles.  And the more expensive or unusual 
your car, the less likely it is that a standard policy 
does the job.

To take a simple example: a cheap motor insurance 
policy rarely includes provision of a courtesy car 
should yours have to go in for repairs following an 
accident. If you do qualify for a courtesy car, it won’t 
be anything like the Mercedes that you were driving 
the day before. And who does those repairs? To 
keep costs down, many insurers maintain their own 
list of cut-price repair yards. But you will want to 
send your car to a garage you trust – probably the 
dealership from which you bought it.

The same arguments apply to home, contents, and 
travel insurance. That’s why a good independent 
broker never arranges insurance cover on the 
basis of answers to a standard form. People and 
circumstances are too variable.

At First Point, for example, we talk to every 
customer face-to-face or over the phone to find 
out what makes them tick. If you have a classic 
car on the drive, a Monet on the living room wall, 
horses in the paddock, or a second home in France, 
you need insurance that reflects the worth of your 
possessions and the lifestyle that goes with it.

An independent broker knows the market. They 
will find you a policy that’s flexible enough to take 
account of the things that are important to you. 
And since independent brokers are in constant 
touch with insurers, they develop a level of trust. 
When we tell insurers that you have a vintage car 
worth £75,000, they take our word for it. If you 
subsequently make a claim, they may well settle 
within 24 hours because they don’t have to send 
out investigators to verify the value of the loss.

The key point is that an independent broker works 
for you, not the insurer.  At First Point, we treat each 
renewal as if it was a quote for a new customer. 
We find out how your circumstances have changed 
during the previous 12 months and then review the 
market afresh to find the policy that fits your life as 
it stands today, not as it was last year.

Choosing a local broker helps too. If your broker 
can see your home and possessions first-hand, 
they have a much better idea of the risks you need 
to cover. If necessary, they can bring in a specialist 
valuer to help you set the right level of cover.

In one crucial respect, buying insurance is nothing 
like buying a car. This is the time to focus on the 
downside, not the suppleness of the leather, the 
glint in the paintwork, or the power of the engine. 
Ask yourself: if things go wrong, what do you need 
to put them right? An independent broker helps 
you answer those questions 

shame about the insurance
Snap up the first cheap insurance deal that comes your way, 
and the shine may not last on your new car.

The trouble is, 

insurance policies 

are as varied as 

automobiles.  

And the more 

expensive or unusual 

your car, the less likely 

it is that a standard 

policy does the job.

Andrew Palmer can be contacted at 
First Point Insurance Management
Tel: 01604 498880
email: a.palmer@tailoredinsurance.com 
web: www.tailoredinsurance.com

NO COMPARISON

IF YOU HAVE 
MORE TO INSURE 
THERE IS

01604 498880
Drop in or speak to your local specialist broker

Our opening hours are Monday - Friday 9am to 6pm

First Point Insurance Management
Talavera Court
Moulton Park
Northampton
NN3 6RW

PERFORMANCE CARS • HOMES • TRAVEL • FINE ART • JEWELLERY • ANTIQUES • HOLIDAY HOMES • YACHTS • JETS

WE CAN ALSO HELP WITH YOUR COMMERCIAL INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS



Part of a group that’s passionate about cars

Mercedes-Benz of Northampton is proud to be part of Sytner.
The company was formed by racing driver Frank Sytner and his brother Alan in 1968. 
When Frank finished his racing career winning the British Touring Car Championship 
in 1988, he focused on building the business. It grew quickly, acquiring a number of 
franchises around the UK, and floated on the stock exchange in 1997.
In 2002 Sytner became part of a US company now called Penske Automotive Group. It 
was around this time that Mercedes-Benz of Northampton joined the family. Sytner now 
sells more than 23 car brands in the UK from more than 100 retailers. With that kind of 
experience and passion, who else would you trust with your car year in, year out?

Harman International is no stranger to leading the 
way; in fact, that’s what we’ve been doing for the 
last 50 years. From the world’s fi rst receiver to the 
fi rst concert hall loudspeaker, our legendary brands 
have been responsible for changing the way people 
experience entertainment. Then, as now, we led by 
example, committed to fi nding new ways to bring 
exciting products and technologies into homes, 
automobiles, studios and venues around the world.
From the earliest days of movie sound to today’s 
highly sophisticated digital entertainment and 
information systems, Harman brands have set both 
the direction and the pace of innovation, delivering 
products with advanced functionality for venues 
that include the Royal Albert Hall, cars such as 
Mercedes Benz and the desktop PC.

Audiophiles have revered Harman Kardon products 
from the earliest days of high fi delity. Infi nity 
loudspeakers have been setting performance 
milestones for nearly 50 years. JBL has become 
one of the most renowned performers in the music 
world. Over the years, Harman International has 
built powerful consumer brands with a commitment 
to quality and technologies adapted directly from 
proven professional equipment. Today, Harman’s 
brands are recognized not just in consumer 
electronics stores around the world, but in 
automobile showrooms and computer catalogues 
as well.
Harman’s products are available to view and listen 
at 45 Saint Giles St, Northampton. Come and visit, 
we will be delighted to discuss your requirements.

integrated into your home

FOR YOUR FREE HOME CINEMA 
CONSULTATION CALL US NOW ON

01604 629872

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE FOR 
EXCEPTIONAL PRODUCTS

harman /kardon®

Cinema System

“Changing the way people 
  experience entertainment”
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More dynamism, more style

The new generation A-Class features an array of subtle design touches that lift the car to another 
level of dynamism and style. 

The tail light cluster has been redesigned and the headlamps reshaped, giving the car a broader 
appearance. We’ve created a new-look front apron with a more angular, sporty-looking air intake, 
and reworked the radiator grille. In fact, each model line now has its own distinctive grille louvres.

In addition, we’ve made the bonnet slightly shorter and steeper. In combination with the large, 
sloping windscreen, this adds drama to the car’s signature sweeping shoulder line.

Other details depend on the model line you choose. For example, the Elegance SE is fitted with stunning 
16” 10-twin-spoke alloy wheels while the Avantgarde SE features a more athletic 5-spoke design.

The A-Class
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STONEOLOGY LTD
THE LANDSCAPE CENTRE

Wyevale Garden Centre, Newport Pagnell Road, Wootton, Northampton, Northamptonshire NN4 6HP

Tel: 01604 675574
Email: sales@stoneology.co.uk   ~   www.stoneology.co.uk

Suppliers and installers 
of quality stone products 

for Driveways, Homes 
and Gardens.

Fully behind important local causes

The team at Mercedes-Benz of Northampton love to 
help a good cause – and make it really fun along the 
way. In the last few years alone, the staff have raised 
tens of thousands of pounds for local causes, including 
Northampton General Hospital’s Green Heart Appeal. 
Dale Wright and Phil Johnson cycled a stunning 933 
miles from Lands End to John O’Groats, backed up by 
retailer staff in Mercedes-Benz support vehicles. For 
Sport Relief, staff ran a sponsored mile at the nearby 
Virgin Active gym. On Red Nose Day, the staff canteen 
was turned into the Star of India restaurant, with 
delicious curry served up by service manager Ranbir. 
And Mercedes-Benz customers helped out with a 
charity day at Collingtree Golf Club.
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Fresher, sportier looks

Launched in 2005, the first generation B-Class broke new ground in automotive design, 
combining eye-catching good looks with impressive versatility. With the latest generation, 
we’ve taken things up a notch, injecting even greater dynamism and style.

The car’s distinctive front end features an array of striking new design touches. The chunky, 
sculpted bonnet is larger, with a pronounced arrow shape and a smoother transition into the 
bumper. This too has been reworked to feature a large lower air intake. A new-look radiator 
grille featuring three matt silver louvres with chrome trim creates a bold impression.

As ever, the B-Class boasts top-quality projection-beam headlamps with clear-glass lenses. 
What’s more, we’ve added three new metallic paint finishes to the B-Class palette – Lotus 
Blue, Mountain Grey and Steppe Brown.

The B-Class
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Telephone Head O�  ce 0800 917 66 66
www.disleyaviation.com

email:  info@disleyaviation.com

We provide the following:
 
UKs First A� ordable Charter Service 
(this is aimed for personal, private/VIP or corporate)

Flight Training
(both helicopters and Aeroplanes)

Hangarage

Brokerage

Sales

Maintenance

Trial Flights

Pleasure Flights

Self Fly Hire

Our aim is to provide a personalised 

seamless travel solution throughout 

the UK and Internationally.  

Travelling with us couldn’t be easier.

Fast, e�  cient, convenient. 
Disley Aviation Group   changing the way you travel...



Backing Northamptonshire sport

Mercedes-Benz of Northampton is heavily involved with the three main sports clubs in 
the town. It has sponsored Northampton Town for some time, with retail staff regularly 
attending Cobblers games. There are also Mercedes-Benz advertising boards up at 
Franklin’s Gardens, as part of the retailer’s sponsorship of the Saints. And the retailer 
supports Northamptonshire County Cricket Club, with boards around the County Ground.
There is a standing competition for the players there. If a batsman hits the ball and 
manages to ring a bell located at the top of the end tower of the club pavilion, they will 
instantly win a new Mercedes-Benz car.

 170 Watling Street East
Towcester, Northamptonshire

NN12 6DB
Tel: 01327 353444

When you cross the line that separates people who 
wish they owned a Harley® from those who actually 
do, you’re not just investing in a motorcycle; you’re 
buying into a way of life.
So you take that step. You become a Harley owner. 
Enjoy that feeling because it’s something you
won’t get from owning any other bike in the world. It’s 
something bigger - something indefinable but undeni-
ably real. It’s not something you can just lock away in 
the garage at the end of the day and walk away from. 
The feeling you get from owning a Harley follows you 
and becomes part of you.
It’s a feeling anyone can experience in a multitude of 
ways. Whether you’re the kind of rider who lives for 
that moment you can get your knee right down into a 
bend on our sporty XR1200’s or you choose to point a 
Touring model at the horizon and lose yourself in long, 
contemplative miles, those diverse experiences are 
united by the singular spirit of Harley-Davidson.
While there are plenty of rational reasons to buy a 
Harley-Davidson, there are overpowering emotional 
reasons too. Riding a Harley isn’t just about the soul-
stirring ride, it’s about the people you meet along the 
way. You’ll become part of the worldwide family of 
Harley-Davidson. 
When you buy a Harley – one thing’s for sure: from 
that day on, every journey you make, every memory 
you create, every road you travel will never be the 
same. Say what you like, everything just feels different 
on a Harley. Welcome to that feeling.

Come along to our Towcester showroom and take one of an extensive 
range of Harleys out for a free, no obligation test ride. Simply bring this 
publication along with your driving licence and a recent utility bill and head 
out for the experience of a lifetime.

www.silverstonehd.com
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Outstanding ambience

With its high-quality materials, fine trim elements and more space than ever before, the 
interior of the C-Class is particularly inviting. You can now enjoy more shoulder and elbow 
room, and your rear passengers will also quickly feel at home thanks to their increased 
legroom. 

Numerous eye-catching design touches provide an outstanding atmosphere in the interior, 
which can be trimmed in High-Gloss Black, wood or aluminium depending on the model and 
your requirements. Countless optional equipment highlights such as the new panoramic fixed 
glass sunroof with glass panels running from the front to the windscreen to the rear window, 
make for an unforgettable journey every time.

The C-Class
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Local sports stars choose Mercedes-Benz

On top of the retailer’s support for local sport, many of the county’s sports stars can 
now be seen in Mercedes-Benz vehicles.

The retailer supplied a car to England hooker and Saints player Dylan Hartley.

Three Mercedes-Benz models were also supplied to Northamptonshire Cricket Club 
players, including captain Nicky Boje and opening batsman Stephen Peters.

And six Cobblers players drive around in Mercedes-Benz of Northampton vehicles.

Michelin-starred chef Michel Roux Junior is set to open a 
second restaurant in September 2009 as part of a 10 year 
contract between Restaurant Associates and the Royal In-
stitution of Chartered Surveyors (RICS) worth £30 million.

The restaurant, presently undergoing renovation, will 
be located in RICS’ Grade II listed premises with stun-
ning views of The Houses of Parliament and Westminster 
Abbey.  Michel Roux Jnr, a chef synonymous with French 
haute cuisine, is developing menus for the new restaurant 
and Daniel Cox, the winner of the prestigious Roux Schol-
arship in 2008, will be head chef.

The commercial restaurant agreement between Restau-
rant Associates and RICS is accompanied by a 10 year con-
tract to market and manage conference and banqueting 
events within the venue for which Restaurant Associates 
will provide hospitality catering under the Roux Fine Din-
ing brand.  Six � nely furnished function rooms of various 
sizes and functionalities are available in the beautiful 
Georgian building as well as a new bar for members, 
guests and the general public.  

Michel Roux Jnr said, “I am delighted to be working with 
Restaurant Associates on this exciting project and further-
ing the successful relationship that my father, Albert, and 
I already have with them.  The unique opportunity that 
the RICS has provided means that we are not only able to 
open a fantastic new public restaurant but also provide 
the venue conference and banqueting catering.” 
The highly competitive tender was managed by Peter 
Pitham of Catering Consultancy Bureau who chose Res-

taurant Associates for its enthusiasm, attention to detail 
and superb standards of food and service.

Sean Tompkins, RICS Chief Operating O�  cer said, “This is 
an exciting opportunity for leading brands in their own 
rights to come together to create a unique dining and 
venue experience; the � rst fully commercial � ne dining 
experience in Parliament Square.  The opening of our 
restaurant in the autumn with Michel Roux Junior at the 
helm represents the start of a new chapter in the contin-
ued evolution of RICS’ brand and headquarters building.”

Jason Leek, Managing Director, Restaurant Associates, 
added, “Restaurant Associates has a long-standing rela-
tionship with the Roux family through Roux Fine Dining.  
The RICS restaurant is particularly exciting as this is the 
� rst time that we have worked on a commercial venture 
with Michel Roux Jnr and we are sure that the restaurant, 
at such a remarkable location, will be very successful.”

In addition to the commercial restaurant and venue 
hospitality services, Restaurant Associates, part of one of 
the UK and Ireland’s largest contract caterers, Compass 
Group, will provide sta�  dining for the 400 RICS employ-
ees in London and Coventry as well as reception services 
in London.

Michel Roux Junior 
opens new restaurant in 
Parliament Square

Restaurant
Associates

Mercedes-Benz of Northampton – 31



The work of Albert Roux has been recognised by the Government 

of France – he was appointed a Chevalier de Legion d’Honneur, 

the highest honour attainable by a citizen of France.

“I am truly honoured to have been invited to join the Legion 

d’Honneur and humbled that my work has been recognised as being 

important to France. It is hard to imagine, looking back to when 

my brother and I opened Le Gavroche, that Britain and London in 

particular can today boast some one the � nest restaurants in the 

world. I am very proud to have played a small part in helping to 

bring about this change. Long may it continue.”

Albert Roux
Chevalier de Legion d’Honneur

Since opening in 1967, Le Gavroche has 
set the standards of cooking and service 
by which others are judged.  Indeed it was 
the first UK restaurant to be awarded one, 
two and three Michelin stars.  

And it’s not just the Michelin stars it 
attracts; the likes of Eva Gardner, Charlie 
Chaplin and Robert Redford enjoyed the 
splendour of haute cuisine three decades 
ago on its opening night.  But the cast 

list has only just been revealed – Le Gavroche is fiercely 
protective of its clientele, believing that its diners wish to 
enjoy the delight of French haute cuisine and unrivalled 
high standards of service in the luxury of this most intimate 
of surroundings.  

The chef de cuisine is Michel Roux Jr, who matches his 
impressive pedigree with an equally inspiring independent 
style.  He is the son of Albert Roux, who founded Le 
Gavroche with his brother Michel now of the Waterside Inn 
at Bray.  It was the combined qualities of Albert and Michel 
which led to the initial opening of Le Gavroche in Lower 
Sloane Street, combining a wealth of culinary knowledge 
to form a highly successful partnership.

Albert had previously worked for the prestigious Cazalet 
family until 1967 and received glorious acclaim; indeed 
the family became actively involved and supportive 
of the opening of Le Gavroche in 1967.  Albert was a 
founder member of the London branch of the Académie 
Culinaire de France and has always been a great source of 
encouragement for budding chefs.  Albert Roux together 
with Michel Bourdin of the Connaught Hotel and Tony 
Mossiman of Mossimans have been, during the last 
thirty years, perhaps the three most influential figures 
in the world of cuisine to elevate the standard of such in 
restaurants and around the country.

The fact that Le Gavroche continues to maintain a high 
profile within the world of critics is testament to the 
excellence of the food being prepared by Michel Roux. 
This remains classically based.  An insistence that all meat 
and poultry be cooked on the bone gives greater flavour 
and texture which is enhanced accordingly by the subtle 
additions of spices and herbs.  

Le Gavroche has always followed its instincts and thus has the 
reputation of setting fashion and never following it.  Michel 
Roux continues in this tradition.  Three menus are offered: 
there is the full A La Carte and the Menu Exceptionnel, 
which offers eight tasting dishes accompanied by seven 
different matching wines. There is also a fixed price lunch-
time menu at £48.00 which has rightly been described as 
one of the best bargains in London.  Included in the set 
price is half a bottle of wine, which again is only of the very 
highest quality and has gained a reputation accordingly.  In 
fact, the wine list is one of the indicators that Le Gavroche 
quietly sets trends rather than follows them; in 1997, the 
American Wine Spectator named the restaurant as having 
the best wine cellar in London.

Le Gavroche maintains the very highest of standards; 
no detail is overlooked in a restaurant which can feed 
sixty people at once, and there is a sense of unremitting 
concentration and effortless attention to the needs of the 
client.  Over the last thirty years, the culinary delights of 
the Roux family have become synonymous with a general 
excellence in the quality of both the presentation of food 
and the overall ambience created. 

Le Gavroche has always instinctively provided surroundings 
suitable to any requirement and takes the business of 
comfort very seriously.  Not surprisingly it can boast a 
regular clientele of around fifty percent and as one regular 
wrote, “If the whole world is getting you down, grab your 
coat and make a dash for Le Gavroche.”



Do it all or do nothing at all. But do it right at La Torretta Del Lago Resort & Spa™.

1.936.448.4400
www.LaTorrettaDelLagoResortAndSpa.com

Located just north of Houston, Texas, on the shores of beautiful Lake Conroe,
sits the luxurious La Torretta Del Lago Resort & Spa™. The resort offers first
class amenities including Master Chef Albert Roux’s new namesake
restaurant, an internationally-inspired spa and 3.5-acre Aqua Park.

to the feeling. Give in to the night with

its promise to indulge every whim, every wish,

every taste. Be carried away by temptation to a

place so deliciously inviting you’ll want to linger

in the pleasure of it all.

surrender
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Just north of Houston, Texas, on one of Lake Conroe’s most 
beautiful shorelines, sits the luxurious, 445-room La Torretta 
Del Lago Resort & Spa. Following a $130 million ground-up 
renovation and restoration, the resort opened in November 
2008 and soon began attracting guests with unlimited water 
recreation, world-class restaurants and a stunning, internationally-
inspired spa.

Guests at La Torretta Del Lago have access to an expansive 
3.5-acre Aqua Park that includes a private beach and six 
pools like the Lay-Z-River Rapids, Breeze Buster waterslide and 
Mediterranean-style adult pool. The property also features a new 
17,000-square-foot spa, recently redesigned 18-hole golf course, 
state-of-the-art fitness center, lighted miniature golf course and 
kids’ camps. Additionally, the resort prides itself on providing 
world-class dining options, including Master Chef Albert Roux’s 
upscale French namesake lake-side restaurant, Chez Roux. 
Prior to visiting La Torretta Del Lago nearly two years ago, Chef 
Roux—the first chef in London to earn a Michelin star—had 
never been to Texas. Once here, he found himself captivated 
by the lush peninsula, the warmth of the community and the 
region’s natural bounty. It was at this time that the idea of Chez 
Roux—the first restaurant in the United States to bear the famed 
Roux name—was born. “I come to work with the farmers, the 
growers, the seasons and flavors of Texas.” says Roux. “First 
the food—the ingredients—is of primary importance.” The result 
is a truly memorable fine dining experience, a modern French 
restaurant that shines with its cuisine, attention to detail and 
spectacular waterfront setting.
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Overstone Park’s magni� cent 18 hole course designed by 
renowned golf course architect Donald Steele opened for 
play in 1993. � e course was designed around the original 

landscaped garden of the 17th century house which dominates many 
of the holes on the back nine and from which the Park takes it’s name. 
Steele managed to incorporate many of those original features in to the 
course including a portion of the 21 acre lake creating, at the 17th hole, 
an impressive 160yd carry over the water to reach the plateau green. Miss 
hit to either the le�  or right and your only option… to reload!           >>

Overstone Park

In a class of their own….
Enjoy the soothing sound of a 

crackling log fire when you burn 

these beautiful Woodwick candles 

made with the finest ingredients 

including sox way for a longer, 

cleaner burn. 

Over 30 fragrances to choose from - 
                              Once tried, never forgotten.

Peppertrees
...Her gift shopping all wrapped up

Avai lable  exclus ively  f rom Pepper trees,  St  Gi les  Street  Nor thampton and  w w w.woodwickcandleshop.co.uk
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For a few years the 603yd, 11th hole (usually played 
into a prevailing wind!) could boast to be the longest 
hole in the county but sadly now it’s only the second 
longest. On this hole you have the chance to flirt with 
an impressive 180 yr old Cedar of Lebanon tree which 
features as Overstone Park’s Logo.

Although Donald Steele’s original 
design has been tweaked a little over 
the years with additional bunkers on 
the 18th, the lengthening of both the 
third and 6th holes and substantial 
new plantings , the course still holds 
true to the ethos of ‘golf for all’. On 
many of the holes there is a real 
opportunity to ‘open your shoulders’ 
from the tee with out fearing massive 
penalty, however too wayward and 
you might be punished with your 
second shot. Whilst by no means a 

difficult course it’s no pushover and, despite hosting a 
number of pro-ams and county events over the years, 
the course record is still just 66 only 6 below the par 
of 72.

The current management team take great pride in 
maintaining a course which performs 
well throughout the year. The last three 
years have seen significant investment 
in additional drainage and last year, 
despite being one of the worst of this 
millennium, the full course remained 
open throughout (with the exception 
of ‘snow days’) and on full tees and 
greens. In 2007 the Overstone Park 
was awarded SILVER in the prestigious 
HSBC awards presented by Golf 
Monthly and this year the team are 
determined to go one better and are 
‘Going for Gold’.                                 >>

Irresistible looks, impeccable quality

Unmistakeably a Mercedes-Benz coupé, the CLC offers a stunning blend of sporty styling and 
interior luxury. 

With its bold grille-mounted star, wide air inlet and racing style rear diffuser, the car has a 
broad, muscular stance. Yet it looks agile too, light on its feet, with a sleek, wedge-shaped 
profile. From all angles, it’s a celebration of thrilling, unrestricted movement – right down to 
the exterior mirrors with their distinctive LED indicator design.

Inside, the finish is second-to-none with quality materials throughout. Intelligent, ergonomic 
cabin design ensures a safe, comfortable and rewarding drive – every time you take the 
wheel.

The CLC-Class
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Overstone Park offer a selection of traditional 
memberships all of which include 5 day golf facilities at 
Kingfisher Golf and Country Club near Milton Keynes 
with a range of corporate facilities. Visitors are also 
welcome at Overstone Park, both as individuals and 
in groups. Corporate Days are a particular speciality 
with 18, 27 and 36 hole options available. They also 
have the added advantage of being able to offer clients 
overnight accommodation in their on site hotel or you 
may wish to combine business with pleasure with a 
breakfast meeting in the Woodland Conference or 
Lakeside  rooms and a round of golf to follow.

As clichéd as it may sound Overstone Park really is 
‘ideally located’. The park is only 10 minutes from 
junction 15 on the M1, minutes from Northampton 
town centre yet, once you enter the resort you leave 
the rest of the world behind..

For more information see their website 
on: www.overstonepark.com  
or:  www.kingfishercountryclub.co.uk  
or telephone: 01604 647666

One of life’s pleasures

The all new E-Class Saloon boasts CO2 emissions as low as 139g/km, and fuel consumption up 
to 53.3mpg, thanks to a range of highly efficient engines. These BlueEFFICIENCY models use 
innovative measures such as low rolling resistance tyres to minimise environmental impact.
A choice of DIRECT CONTROL or AIRMATIC suspension ensures a sublime ride quality, 
with both systems continuously adapting damping levels to suit the driving style and road 
conditions. Meanwhile, the ergonomic, intelligently laid-out interior is finished to exacting 
standards, using the finest materials. Heated front seats are one of the many standard features 
designed to maximise the diving experience.
Just like its predecessors, the new E-Class Saloon is also packed with pioneering safety 
features. These include intelligent systems such as Attention Assist, a new Mercedes-Benz 
innovation which analyses driver behaviour and issues a warning if they show signs of fatigue. 
A pleasure, but not a guilty one.

New E-Class Saloon
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Porcelanosa was founded in 1973 amongst the orange groves of Villareal Spain.    
It remains a family owned business to this day, manufacturing high quality bathroom 
and kitchen furniture, tiles and sanitary ware, and spa and wellness products under 
eight brand names from its state-of-the-art facilities.  

A favourite of a-list stars including Sophia Loren, Sergio Garcia, and Claudia 
Schiffer, Porcelanosa campaigns are fronted by George Clooney and model and 
socialite Isabella Preysler.

Porcelanosa boasts an extensive selection of bathroom settings, including furniture 
and accessories, in a wide range of styles from contemporary to classic, their highly 
innovative products appear in 25 dedicated showrooms across the UK.   With the 
combination of the highest quality materials and the latest designs, an exciting 
palette of products, textures and finishes await.

The nearest Porcelanosa showrooms are located in Northampton, and each 
showcase inspiring room settings over several levels.  Whether you are creating 
a new bathroom from scratch or refurbishing an existing one on a modest budget 
there are options from an extensive range of beautiful tiles and bathroom suites, 
down to the smallest of accessories for those all important finishing touches.

The consultants at Porcelanosa can advise on individual projects helping to 
transform your vision into reality, tailoring space to suit your needs, and suggesting 
new solutions. A designer can work to create a 3D design image of your future 
bathroom, and they also offer an installation service.

INNOVATION ~ DESIGN ~ SERVICE ~ QUALITY ~ SUSTAINABILITY

Discover more at www.porcelanosa.com 
or contact the showroom for further information.

63 - 87 Bridge Street
Northampton 
NN1 1PD

Tel:  01604 232 800

Transform your Bathroom
New ideas for the home with Porcelanosa Tiles and Bathrooms

Floor & Wall Tiles • Building Systems
Contemporary Bathrooms & Kitchens • Spa & Wellness

For all enquiries please call Porcelanosa Northampton on 01604 232800 
or email northampton@porcelanosa.co.uk for further information

Porcelanosa Showroom: 67-83 Bridge Street, Northampton NN1 1PD w
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Experience the power of attraction…

All E-Class Coupés combine generous power with outstanding efficiency. Our BlueEFFICIENCY 
engines use energy saving measures such as on-demand power steering to maximise fuel 
economy and reduce CO2 emissions and with Agility Control Package fitted as standard, the 
E-Class Coupé delivers a driving experience to match its stunning looks. The optional Dynamic 
Handling Package enables suspension and steering characteristics to be adjusted at the touch of 
a button – just choose Comfort or Sport mode and enjoy the ride.
For optimum safety and convenience, a wealth of innovative driving assistance systems 
includes Attention Assist and other standard systems include Advanced Parking Guidance and 
Hill Start Assist, while options include the Adaptive High Bean Assist.
The exterior of the E-Class Coupé is a celebration of movement and dynamism. Classic Coupé 
styling cues include the pillar less, fully retractable side windows, while flared rear arches 
accentuate power and performance. Inside, sport meets luxury with high-grade materials and 
sculpted seats with integrated head restraints. Every moment’s a pleasure.

New E-Class Coupé
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Test drive a car and have some fun

Mercedes-Benz of Northampton regularly holds events allowing you to try out the latest 
models while having some fun.

Recently these have included a Ride and Drive event at Collingtree Park Golf Club.

If you would like to be notified of future events, please call 01604 774200 
or visit www.mercedes-benzofnorthampton.co.uk

Sound Designs Ltd are now able to offer 

Multi-room Entertainment Systems
We specialise in Multi-room Entertainment and have products 
to cover both domestic and commercial applications.

«Audio Visual Systems»

«Home Cinema»

«Multi-room Systems»

«Home Automation»

«PA Systems»

«Control Systems»

Call us now for further information 01604 211209

These are highly versatile systems giving individual control over various 

audio and video sources over anything up to 32 separate rooms.

www.sound-design.co.uk

Sound Designs (v1).indd   1 21/05/2009   16:47:28

Frenergy installation engineers are BPEC certifi ed, we are very serious about the quality of our work and the designs we produce.

We are also full members of the Solar Trade Association, this is a governing body that has been around in the 
solar thermal industry since the 1970’s.

Being a member of the STA shows our commitment to both the quality of our work and our long term goals of forwarding the 
technology and the industry.

Solar Thermal Systems
Every UK home should be producing their own solar powered hot water!

• The technology has been perfected

• The UK has an abundance of solar energy

• The costs are now at a point where signifi cant savings can be made

So when are we installing your system?

Frenergy solar thermal systems start at 
£2,750.00 Inc VAT!!

A solar thermal system could 
be providing all of your hot 
water needs during the summer 
months and also reducing the load 
on your boiler throughout the winter.

For more information contact us on  01604 211200 or visit our website www.frenergy.co.uk

Solar PV (Photovoltaic)
“Solar doesn’t work in the UK as it always rains”

This is a statement we hear all too often, its also 
a statement that is completely untrue.

Its a little known fact and quite surprising to 
learn that the UK receives 60% of the solar 
energy compared with the equator.

This means that solar technology, whether its 
solar thermal (water) or PV (Photovoltaic) is a 
very viable technology indeed and can provide 
great energy savings.

Frenergy offer a range of solar panels for direct 
sale, or as part of a Frenergy designed and 
installed system.

We cover all of the Northamptonshire area, if you are outside of Northamptonshire, feel free to call us as we still may be able to help you.

We offer a range of polycrystalline solar photovoltaic panels, 
together with associated accessories such as charge controllers, 
battery system etc.

Call us today to arrange a no 
obligation survey and quotation

Frenergy (v1).indd   1 21/05/2009   20:10:40
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Sleek, elegant and refined

With its low stance, distinctive arching roofline and pillarless side windows, the 
CLS-Class has classic coupé good looks. Yet it also offers the size and presence of a saloon, 
along with four-door practicality.

The latest CLS-Class incorporates several new features to enhance its elegant styling. There’s 
a redesigned radiator grille with two louvres and a sporty new air intake grille. And the rear 
bumper has been re-sculpted to accommodate new trapezoidal-shaped exhaust pipes. 

In addition, the exterior mirrors are now even more aerodynamic and feature a striking new 
indicator design. The car is also equipped with striking LED brake lights as standard.

The CLS-Class
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The Park of Brandedleys offers exclusive ownership opportunities for 
superb lodges and holiday homes with elevated views across Loch 
and rolling countryside. A real investment in years of quality leisure 
time in your own Scottish country retreat.

For further information and to arrange an appointment to view the 
properties available at the Park of Brandedleys, 
telephone 01387 266 700 or visit www.holgates.com

The Park of Brandedleys, 
Crocketford, 
Dumfries DG2 8RG

Telephone. 01387 266 700 
Email. info@holgates.com

www.holgates.com         

Peaceful.
Exhilarating.
Inspiring.
Breathtaking.
Invigorating.

Which will be your Park of Brandedleys?



 

There is a place, not too far away, where time spent relaxing is time 
very well spent indeed.  And where the days, just like the views, 
seem to stretch out forever.

Silver Ridge is a unique development of exclusive 
lodges and holiday homes set within a beautiful, 
elevated location on the edge of the Lake District. 

Lodges and holiday homes are available at Silver Ridge Park from 
Summer 2008. Show home viewing daily – no appointment necessary

Silver Ridge Park, 
Hale, 
Near Milnthorpe, 
Cumbria - The Lake District LA7 7BW
 
Telephone: 015395 63198      
Email: info@holgates.com    

www.holgates.com

Time. Precious Time.



ANGLESEY’S BEST KEPT SECRET

WHERE WILL YOU BE SPENDING
YOUR WEEKENDS THIS YEAR?

For more information about Plas Coch: 

Call: 0800 717 707
or visit: www.plascochholidayhomes.co.uk

If the prospect of your own holiday home
in an unrivalled  location appeals to you,

with state-of-the-art facilities and lifestyle,
Plas Coch offers just that.

Set in over 60 acres of stunning parkland with views over
Snowdonia, Plas Coch is the ultimate getaway, its stunning
location and range of facilities offers our customers a truly 
unique and memorable experience.

As a holiday home owner a range of exceptional benefits and
activities await you. Our exclusive Leisure Pool and Spa offers 
fun and relaxation for all the family whatever the weather.

Plas Coch Holiday Homes  Llanedwen  Llanfairpwll,  
Anglesey  LL61 6EJ.  Tel: 0800 717 707   
Email: enquiries@plascochholidayhomes.co.uk
www.plascochholidayhomes.co.uk

Our range of holiday homes allow our customers the chance to relax and escape in homes
which offer superb styling and open-plan living spaces flooded with natural light. Each home
is sumptuously appointed with luxury furnishings and contemporary fixtures and fittings, 
all designed to provide a high level of comfort. The kitchens and bathrooms combine
functionality with modern design, while the bedrooms are designed to soothe and relax.

HOLIDAY HOMES OF
DISTINCTION

HOLIDAY HOMES AVAILABLE FROM £34,995 LODGES AVAILABLE FROM £150,000

SO MUCH TO OFFER

NEW FOR 2009

• Country Club within our fabulous 
16th Century Manor

• Exclusive Marine Club
• Kids Activity Programme
• Fencing and archery
• Kayaking and sailing

• Stunning Pool and Spa 
Including:
•Gymnasium • Jacuzzi • Bubble Beds    
•Turbo pool with massage jets 
•Poolside Brasserie
•Children’s pool & children’s activities

• Restaurant, bars, entertainment 
for the whole family

• Tennis multi-court
• Kids Adventure Play Zone

FREE
SITE FEES
UNTIL MARCH 2010

OUR AMAZING OFFER INCLUDES:-
• FREE Siting and connection
• FREE Steps
• FREE Fridge and Freezer
• FREE Fire Extinguisher and smoke alarm
• FREE Insurance for 2009
• FREE Rates for 2009

with every holiday home purchased

Experience a wide range of pamper treatments in our Spa, which
incorporates an exciting range of therapy rooms, including herbal sauna,
steam room, ice igloo, whirlpool spa, salt scrub chamber, Rasul (mud)
room and three foot spas all encompassed in our imaginatively and
creatively designed complex.

Children and teenagers can take part in a range of watersports and land
based activities from sailing, windsurfing to snorkelling and orienteering,
to mention but a few.

EXCITEMENT AND FUN FOR EVERYONE

NEW POOL AND SPA OPENING SPRING 2009

10443_DPS_aw.qxd  22/4/09  17:37  Page 1



One of the UK’s eight SL65s was sold in Northampton

Mercedes-Benz of Northampton made local history in 2009 by becoming one of 
the few retailers in the country to sell an SL 65 AMG Black Series.

The beautiful AMG model costs £250,000. Demand for the model is high – but 
only eight were allocated to be sold in the UK.

The retailer’s Mark Telfer negotiated well with the AMG team to secure one for a 
local client.
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Concerned about security?
Want something decorative?
We can supply gates, railings, window/door grilles to your speci� cations.
See our website for our full range of products and services.
Suppliers to both the trade and private sectors.

Welders & Fabricators
General Blacksmiths
Design & Project
Engineering Service

South Bridge, Cotton End, Northampton NN4 8BS   Tel: 01604 762188   Fax: 01604 705216
E-mail: sue@jematthewsandsons.co.uk   Website: www.jematthewsltd.co.uk
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A work of art

From the one-piece headlamps with their characteristic, linear shape and the distinctive 
radiator grille to the flowing, arching roof line, the S-Class radiates confidence and self-
assurance in every respect. Muscular flanks, powerful, elongated body and a range of alloy 
wheels add to the overall impression that this is a car that transmits a definite sense of 
prestige and presence.

The S-Class
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Specialist Mercedes Insurance

You could benefit from the following:

� Continental breakdown and accident recovery

� New car replacement for up to 2 years

� Unlimited maximum value

� Cover to drive in most European Countries

Call us on 0844 800 3317
to speak to our highly trained staff who
can provide you with a tailormade
insurance policy.

Prest ige Car

We are committed to building a long term relationship with you

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority

Designed to succeed

In 2005, the sum of £6 million was invested in a 3.6-acre, luxurious site for  
Mercedes-Benz of Northampton in pole position on Riverside Business Park, incorporating 
the important features of comfort, space and state of the art technology and doubling the 
size from the previous Bedford Road Northampton site. 

Huge amounts of space made creating a state-of-the-art workshop and customer service 
facilities an easy option. The workshop features eighteen, wider than average, motor racing 
style bays, incorporating light, air, oil, water and extra capacity extraction, to the unique 
specification of the American owners Penske Group. This provides a clean, tidy and efficient 
environment, which can easily be viewed from the customer lounge area.  
The workshop also features a wheel alignment centre, MOT bay and there is a stand alone, 
under cover car washing and valet facility. 

The After Sales team at Mercedes-Benz of Northampton has made listening to customers’ 
comments and suggestions a key priority over the last three years. Coming close to the third 
anniversary, the retailer has introduced a new link with neighbours Virgin Active, to provide 
complimentary club passes for while you wait servicing and links to enhance local charitable 
connections with the Northamptonshire General Hospital and Air Ambulance team.   

Another new initiative from the after sales team has been the introduction of a 
comprehensive accident management and bodyshop repair service, in association with local 
Northampton Company Castle Coachworks, to bring Mercedes-Benz customers choice and 
control over the repair of their vehicle.     >>

*
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From the frustration of losing your car through an accident, to the irritation that your 
pride and joy has been carelessly marked by any number of sharp objects, fast efficient 
service is guaranteed with this new service to get you back on the road in mint, showroom 
condition.
   
Establishing good systems and working practices is key to the success of the after sales 
department. The customer is always a key priority and the team strategy works effectively 
and efficiently embracing both parts and service departments.

Cars are booked for service on a timed appointment basis; the customer is greeted by a 
dedicated receptionship and if necessary the technician working on the car can talk to the 
customer direct from the ramp the car is worked on. 

Service Manager Ranbir Kali Rai said, “We have a loyal team of highly trained technicians 
and experienced service advisors and administrators in our department. A training and 
development programme is developed for each member of staff through close mentoring 
and a regular appraisal system. The retailer works closely to the Group strategy of Best 
Company to Work for and Best Company to do Business With. Happy, well informed 
staff would always provide the best level of customer service. Our Official Workshop now 
currently enjoys customer recommendation scores in excess of 92%”.

We are able to offer...

Courtesy car for the
duration of repair.
(Terms & conditions apply)

Like for like replacement
vehicles in the case of 
non-fault accident.
(Terms & conditions apply)

Free quotations using the
latest computer technology.

Off site estimates at your
home or work, by
appointment

Only genuine manufactures
components used, fully
warranted.

Collection and delivery of
your vehicle.

Nationwide recovery.

Management of your claim
from start to finish .

CASTLE
COACHWORKS
Mercedes-Benz, Volvo,
Volkswagen, Audi
approved repairers

Castle Coachworks
Nor thampton
NN5 7QP

telephone: 01604 580582
www.castlecoachworks.co.uk

APPROVED 
REPAIRER

APPROVED 
REPAIRER

APPROVED 
REPAIRER

APPROVED 
REPAIRER

APPROVED 
REPAIRER

APPROVED 
REPAIRER

* Any make of vehicle can be repaired by us !!
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Simply irresistible

With its F1™-inspired lines and broad, muscular stance, the original SLK-Class took roadster 
design to a new level of beauty and dynamism. In this latest incarnation, we’ve incorporated a 
number of small but significant changes to lift it even higher.

For example, there are subtle adjustments to the car’s nose and front bumper, plus arrow-
shaped indicator lamps integrated into the side mirrors. Striking alloy wheels have been fitted 
and the racing-style tailpipes are now a distinctive trapezium shape. And we’ve added stylish 
dark-tinted tail lights and chrome-rimmed fog lamps.

The SLK-Class
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Don’t miss out on your chance of 
Twenty20 Hospitality 

at the County Ground.

Call 01604 514490 
for packages and match details 

or visit
www.northantscricket.com

‘A room with a view’
Northants Cricket



worldwide tailormade sports travel

Sunsport offers small, high quality tours for the discerning cricket watcher.
We are delighted to announce our Supporter Tour to follow England’s
fortunes in South Africa in December 09/ January 2010. Having organised
tours to Africa for more than twenty years, Sunsport is renowned as being
one of the UK’s leading cricket tour operators. 
Our tour will include scheduled flights, 5 star accommodation, all transfers, private 
box match tickets for the Cape Town Test, New Year’s Eve party, wine tour, sunset cruise
around Table Bay plus 4 night safari in Kruger National Park. Sound fabulous doesn’t it!?
As with all our tours, to keep our standards high, we keep our numbers small – so if you’d
like to secure a place or require more information, please don’t delay in contacting 
Paul Bush on 01604 631626

Hamilton House, 66 Palmerston Road, Northampton, England NN1 5EX  
T: (UK) 0870 742 7014  F: (UK) 01604 631 628 www.sunsport.co.uk

England Cricket Tour to South Africa
December 2009 / January 2010

N’pton Mercedes Advert  31/3/09  10:37  Page 1

Fancy A Treat?

THE NARROW BOAT INN
A5 Stowe Hill, Weedon, Northamptonshire. NN7 4RZ
www.narrowboatinn.co.uk  •  admin@narrowboatinn.co.uk

Bookings & Enquiries 01327 340536

Some restaurants have great food, 
others have a wonderful atmosphere 
or the service makes you feel like 
royalty, but The Narrow Boat Inn 
next to the Grand Union Canal on 
the A5 near Weedon has it all.

• Open every day

• Recently refurbished garden with 
glorious views overlooking the 
canal and countryside

• Freshly prepared food using local 
produce

The narrow boat inn is open for lunch from 
12 noon to 2pm daily, at weekends from 
12 noon all day, or book a table for the 
restaurant on weekday evenings from 6pm.

Narrow Boat Inn (v1).indd   1 20/05/2009   16:34:25 Mercedes-Benz of Northampton – 73

The retailer of choice for local companies

Mercedes-Benz of Northampton is delighted to hold the service contract for several 
local companies.

Recently it took over the contract for maintaining a fleet of 26 E-Class cars for 
Northampton taxi company Phoenix Cars.

If you run a local fleet and would like a competitive quote from an experienced main 
retailer, please contact Ranbir on 01604 774200.

Image required?



Imposing, distinctive, desirable
Now available in two distinct model lines – SE and Sport – the new-generation 
M-Class looks better than ever.

Fresh design touches include a reworked crenellated grille with three chrome trimmed louvres 
and a prominent central star. Clear lens projection-beam headlamps, a striking front bumper with 
integrated fog lamps, and a simulated underguard complete the bold front-end of the new-generation 
M-Class.

Moving around the car, you’ll notice flared front wheel arches and a purposeful feature line 
sweeping towards the rear. Redesigned exterior door mirrors with a larger reflective surface are now 
automaticaly dimming as well as electrically folding. Roof rails are finished in black on the SE and in 
aluminium on the Sport.

At the rear, we’ve added dark-tinted tail lights and twin exhaust with oval tailpipes as standard on the 
V6 SE, and with rectangular tailpipes in chrome fitted as standard on the V8 SE and all Sport models.

The M-Class
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A commanding presence

Subtle curves combine with decidedly muscular dimensions to lend the GL-Class its 
distinctively powerful presence. Prominent shoulder lines accentuate the dynamism  
of the vehicle’s impressive 5.09 metre-long body, thrusting from above the robust, self-
assured width of the rear bumper to the short front body of its emphatic, unmistakably 
Mercedes-Benz bonnet. Whichever way you look at it, the exterior design of the new  
GL-Class delivers an unequivocal display of strength, reliability and inherent luxury.

The GL-Class
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Ruling supreme

Several engines, one common theme – power. In the new CL 500 it’s a V8, with a maximum 
torque of 530 Nm and output of 388 hp, that will get you from 0-62 mph in a mere 5.5 
seconds, bringing with it improved emissions, consumption and acceleration.

The supreme power and performance at the core of the CL 600 is a result of our mighty 5.5 
litre, V12 unit. Delivering 517 hp at a silky smooth 5,000 rpm, but with no turbo whine and 
barely a whisper of combustion noise.

Finally the CL 63 AMG, powered by our naturally aspirated V8 engine generates 525 hp and 
630 Nm of torque. Here, you’re the master of a formidably flexible powerhouse, one that gets 
you from 0-62 mph in a thrilling 4.6 seconds.

The CL-Class
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It all started more than 140 years ago in Boston where the talented 
and enterprising watchmaker Florentine Ariosto Jones was 
looking for an opportunity to set up on his own and do things 

much differently and better than his colleagues in the flourishing 
American watch industry. As the director of F. Howard Watch & Cie at 
that time, he had of course heard of the little country of Switzerland 
and its outstanding watchmakers. He was fired up by the information 
that workers in the Swiss watch industry produced their watches 
for amazingly low wages and in the main with old machines. Wages 
in Switzerland were then still really low, something that may seem 
surprising today. And so a compelling business idea came to F. A. 
Jones: Why not manufacture quality watches in Switzerland under 
more favourable conditions, but with new and better machines, for the 
North American market? 
His idea was conceived, planned and carried out: in New York Jones 
set up a sales organization with two business partners where pocket 
watch movements manufactured in Switzerland were to be put in cases 
and then sold throughout North America. The company was given a 
grandsounding name: International Watch Company. Jones set off by 
boat to Europe with his watchmaker friend Louis Kidder. Along with 
a whole host of ideas, the two men also took with them machines for 
the mass production of parts and finished design drawings for the 
first Swissmanufactured watches. Initial surprise: in the watchmaking 
centres of western Switzerland where Jones had intended setting up 
his business the innovator was given the cold shoulder. The locals, 
who mainly produced watch parts in their homes, feared the modern 
machines and the concept of mass production even if it did have the 
indisputable advantage of consistent quality.
This is where the story could have ended. But in western Switzerland 
Jones met Heinrich Moser, a versatile industrialist from Schaffhausen. He 
made the American an offer that was tempting even if not completely 
altruistic: he could start immediately in Schaffhausen, a small town in 
northern Switzerland the American had certainly never heard of until 
then – in industrial buildings Moser owned. What persuaded him was 
that a source of energy was already available there for the machines 
– electricity was not even a consideration then. A hydrostation built 
by Moser brought the power required for the machines directly into 
the factory using shafts and long transmission cables. So in 1868 Jones 
arrived in Schaffhausen – and Schaffhausen, 
a long way from western Switzerland, got a 
watch factory. Jones was, therefore, able 
to realize his bold ideas. Even his principle 
of manufacturing highquality watches 
with consistent tolerances worked – and 
this was the beginning of the reputation 
now enjoyed by Schaffhausen watches 
throughout the world. 
What had been a promising start in 
watchmaking with the first “Jones calibres”, 
named after the company’s founder, ended in difficulties commercially 
for Jones when America did not lower the 25 per cent war duty imposed 
in 1864 – contrary to what was announced. The advantage of lower 
Swiss wages vanished. Jones returned to Boston and the “American 
watch factory” passed into Swiss hands. However, the founder did leave 
behind his particular aspiration for sophisticated, ever-better technical 
solutions. Despite the initial difficulties the manufacturer became one 
of the most renowned producers of sturdy and durable pocket watches. 
And it was there right from the start at the turning 
point in watchmaking history when the wristwatch 
came into favour around 1900. The battle about 
how to wear a watch was decided for good by the 
1930s and 1940s. The onset of this period of technical 
innovation brought some of the most exciting IWC 
watches, still much sought-after by collectors today. 
Some of them even wrote watch history.

Six watches – six founding legends of today’s IWC watch families. 
In 2008 six of these milestones were brought back as vintage models 
from the company’s proud history into the modern day for the 
manufacturer’s 140th anniversary – even if it was not a “round” one.  Not 
as copies, something that IWC has never done, but as new interpretations 

of good old friends. Some with ultra-modern, 
up-to-date automatic IWC movements, which 
are also used in the current collection. In other 
cases, where historical accuracy demands, 
they have been equipped with hand-wound 
pocket watch movements based on the 
98-calibre, the most famous IWC calibre 
and the one that has been produced for the 
longest, but they have also been expanded, 
incorporating some of the elements of the 
earliest Jones movements. And, to the extent 

that their predecessors had not already appeared in the IWC extra-large 
format, the case of some of the models in the current Vintage Collection 
has increased in size on its journey through time, which on first sight 
makes them distinguishable from the originals. But in this way they have 
also taken on completely new watch personalities. They illustrate how, 
for example, a 1955 Ingenieur would have looked if its case had had a 
42.5 mm diameter rather than 37.5 mm.
The six watches, which are available in unlimited numbers in stainless steel 

with a black dial and in limited numbers in platinum 
with a silvered dial, are more than just a “Best of” the 
wristwatch era at IWC. Each one of them essentially 
embodies the founding legends of the manufacturer’s 
current watch families. The first 140 vintage watches 
in platinum have, though, in a way already been 
reserved: as a special offer they are available as a 
unique numbered set in an ornate leather case.

6 Legendary Wristwatches
Six legendary wristwatches from its past: the Portuguese, Ingenieur, Pilot’s Watch, Da Vinci, Aquatimer, 
Portofino – these watchmaking legends have been reissued as attractive models in the vintage style.

“Each one of them 

essentially embodies 

the founding legends 

of the manufacturer’s 

current watch families”

Boxed Vintage Set in Platinum

Vintage Collection in Stainless Steel

Available at George Tarratts 

George Tarratt Ltd
23 & 25 Market Street

Leicester LE1 6DN 
Phone +44 (0) 116 255 4434
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Luxury tourer

The power, confidence and performance of the R-Class is expressed throughout the exterior 
with its taut arcs, steeply sloping rear and “sculpting” feature line running through both 
doors. While the striking AMG bodystyling – from the front apron to the rear – lends the car a 
bold, muscular look that exudes confidence and control. Alloy wheels further compliment the 
styling – 19” on R 500 L and Sport, and 18” on all other models as standard.

The well-balanced length-to-height ratio creates elegant, long and extended saloon 
proportions. But the overall impression is nevertheless powerful, due to the long wheelbase 
and short overhangs. Crisp, curving lines create a sense of dynamism and coiled energy. 

From the rear, the car still retains the sense of assurance and assertiveness. The muscular 
proportions emphasise the width of the vehicle and reduce the impression of height, whilst 
the bulging wheel arches add to the overall feeling of concentrated power.

The R-Class
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A rich past, an exhilarating present

Admire the new SL-Class from any angle and its motorsport heritage is clear. The low, 
muscular stance. Powerdomes on the bonnet. Organic, gill-like trim panels on the front wings. 
The rear bumper with integral, trapezoid tailpipes. This is dynamic design at its very best. 

Every detail suggests speed, power and agility – from the widened radiator grille with 
single louvre to the reshaped headlights and new exterior mirrors with arrow-shaped LED 
indicators.

For added impact, the V12 models feature trim elements in a brilliant Matt Silver finish. 
And the optional Sports package includes dark-tinted headlamps – for that little bit of extra 
attitude.

The SL-Class
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Wilson Browne Solicitors has a long standing presence in Northampton, acting for generations of 
families and business owners.  Our teams provide excellent service levels and give practical advice at 
the time you need it most.

Our o�  ces are easily accessible – just o�  the A45 and M1 - and re� ect the advice we give: fresh, open 
and tailored to the needs of our clients.  Ample parking, a warm welcome and time to talk about the 
issues that a� ect you are all provided as standard.  Our legal teams are committed to giving advice that 
is practical and speci� c to your needs.

Whether you need legal advice on conveyancing, family disputes, litigation, wills, probate and trusts 
or commercial law we have team members on hand, ensuring that you get a full range of the services 
relevant to you, all under one roof.

You can contact us on:

Wilson Browne Solicitors
4 Grange Park Court, Roman Way,

Northampton NN4 5EA
Telephone: 01604 876697

Email: wb.northampton@wilsonbrowne.co.uk

Or visit our website at www.wilsonbrowne.co.uk

The � nest legal advice …

… uncovered right here.
Wilson Browne Solicitors has a proven track record of delivering a quality service built round 

achieving successful outcomes. This is because we treat you and your needs as individual.

Contact us today on 01604 876697 or email us at wb.northampton@wilsonbrowne.co.uk.
www.wilsonbrowne.co.uk

O�  ces in Higham Ferrers   Kettering   Leicester   Northampton   Wellingborough

• Conveyancing – property purchases or sales and HIPs
• Private Client – Wills, inheritance tax, administration of estates, trusts and charities
• Family – divorce, � nances, children, adoption and care
• Litigation – commercial and individual clients
• Commercial – a complete service to businesses whatever their size.

Blakes was created by Anouska Hempel, the internationally renowned British designer. 

The hotel is now established as totally unique, and is the model for the ‘fashionable small 

hotel’ in London and cities around the world. Blakes is a personal statement about what 

design can achieve. The colour scheme is daring, stunning and dramatic, offering style and 

elegance. Blakes has always maintained its position as unique and original. Respected for 

protecting the privacy of its clients against the paparazzi, it is the London base of film stars, 

musicians and all the top designers earning the reputation as the ‘couture hotel’. Blakes 

restaurant has an unrivalled reputation for its originality and content of its superb menu. 

The cuisine is a skilful blend of East and West. A carefully chosen wine list, brilliant staff and 

professional service make it a must for a perfect wedding venue.  

Blakes Hotel, 33 Roland Gardens, London, SW7 3PF England  

www.anouskahempeldesign.com   Tel +44(0)20 7370 6701   Fax +44(0)20 7373 0442   

www.blakeshotels.com

The original couture hotel



You’ll only find unusual solutions by asking unusual 
questions, “open your mind” - question the status 
quo, take a different angle and risk a fresh 
approach - these are essential to discovering new 
horizons, smart has demonstrated this for more than 
ten years and in the meantime the smart fortwo has 
established a class of its own: An extraordinary 
and unmistakable vehicle concept that quite simply 
makes more intelligent use of the ever diminishing 
space available in our towns and cities.

Does a car need a rear seat bench - when it 
carries an average of just 1.2. occupants in urban 
traffic? Isn’t a large bonnet a waste of space - 
when the engine can be accommodated at the rear? 
Is a clutch pedal really necessary - when an 
automated manual transmission is more suited to 
urban driving? Is size really a measure of safety 
- when an innovative safety concept offers optimum 
protection in a vehicle measuring just 2.69 m in 
length?

Towns and cities offer a vast array of amenities. 
But what’s the use of having countless shops, 
restaurants and cafes, if you can’t find anywhere 
to park nearby?

In the smart fortwo you’ll soon discover a host 
of new places to park - because even the smallest 
parking space is suddenly big enough. At the same 
time, you’ll enjoy an amazing feeling of space 

inside and a boot that has no problems accommodating 
your shopping and luggage. In addition, the raised 
seat position offers a clearer overall view of the 
traffic situation and makes boarding and alighting 
from the car particularly comfortable.

Apart from the added comfort, the smart fortwo 
also provides for more flexible and agile motoring 
in towns and cities. Getting from A to B is less 
hassle — and quicker.

This is also thanks to the exceptionally tight 
turning circle of only 8.75 m. Moreover, the smart 
fortwo gets by without a clutch - for relaxed 
motoring, even in the rush hour.

Meanwhile, the fuel gauge shows very little 
movement. Small wonder, in view of the economical 
engines and the low overall weight. This lack 
of ballast is due in part to the bodypanels - 
body components in high-quality, fully recyclable 
plastic. The particularly light bodypanels 
contribute to an excellent power/weight ratio, 
resulting in improved performance and reduced 
fuel consumption. Above all, they are delightfully 
robust and scratch-resistant, shrugging off light 
bumps practically unscathed.

As you can see, there’s more to the smart fortwo 
than meets the eye.

» Mobility begins in the mind.

smart — a Daimler brand

What window tinting can do for you and your vehicle
Installed by professional fi tters

» Enhanced appearance » Reduce glare 
» Reduce heat build-up » Can increase security 
» Can increase privacy » Can prevent 99% of harmful uv radiation
Choose from an array of optically clear and tinted fi lms and several levels 
of protection to get just the look and protection you desire.

Paint protection fi lm
Once the clear coated paint protection fi lm is fi tted, the fi lm will be 
virtually invisible and permanently protect the vehicle from scratches, 
stone chips and other blemishes caused by everyday use. 

» Crystal clear » High gloss » Non-yellowing urethane fi lm
» Weather resistant » Ultra transparent » Acrylic adhesive
Clings tenaciously yet removes cleanly, without residue, from fully cured paint surface.
Extremely fl exible to conform with no wrinkle or creep.
Superior anti-corrosion formulation.
Virtually invisible, paint protection fi lm does not alter the aesthetics of the vehicle.

J & K Auto Products
Unit 24 - JBJ Business Park, Northampton Road, Blisworth, 

Northampton. NN7 3DW
Tel: 01604 879111     Fax: 01604 879111
E-mail: J.k.autoproducts@ntlworld.com

& K Auto Products (v2).indd   1 18/06/2009   15:45:55

To advertise here  please contact

Starline House    130 Mowbray Drive    Blackpool     FY3 7UN     

Tel: 01253 319882     Tel: 01253 319883     Fax: 01253 319884

www.mmcmedia.com     sales@mmcmedia.com

MMC Media produce beautiful bespoke promotional 
publications for clients in the UK and overseas.

To discuss your requirements for promotional brochures, 
in-house magazines, special event literature 

or any publicity material please contact:

Chris Shorley, Director:
T (01253) 319882

Steven Streetly, Director:
T (01253) 319883



OFFICIAL GOVERNMENT FUEL CONSUMPTION FIGURES (MPG / LITRES 100KM) FOR THE MERCEDES-BENZ RANGE: URBAN 53.3 - 
11.7 (5.3 - 24.1), EXTRA URBAN 74.3 - 23.1 (3.8 - 12.2), COMBINED 64.2 - 17.1 (4.4 - 16.5), CO2 EMISSIONS 116 - 392 G/KM.
MODELS FEATURED ARE A MERCEDES-BENZ SL 350 INCLUDING OPTIONAL SPORTS PACKAGE, A MERCEDES-BENZ CLS 320 CDI, A 
MERCEDES-BENZ SLK 200K, A MERCEDES-BENZ CL63 AMG WITH OPTIONAL 20” AMG ALLOY WHEELS, A MERCEDES-BENZ B180 
SPORT WITH 18” AMG ALLOY WHEELS AND BI-XENON HEADLAMPS, THE MERCEDES-BENZ C200 SPORT ESTATE WITH OPTIONAL 
METALLIC PAINT, THE MERCEDES-BENZ SLK 55 AMG, THE MERCEDES-BENZ CLS 320 CDI WITH OPTIONAL DISTRONIC, WOOD 
AND LEATHER STEERING WHEEL AND PARKTRONIC, THE MERCEDES-BENZ A150 CDI AVANTGARDE WITH OPTIONAL METALLIC 
PAINT AND BI-XENON HEADLIGHTS AND SPORTS PACKAGE, THE MERCEDES-BENZ B200 SPORT WITH OPTIONAL 18” ALLOY 
WHEELS, THE MERCEDES-BENZ E 250 CDI BLUEEFFICIENCY AVANTGARDE SALOON WITH OPTIONAL 18” R320 ALLOY WHEELS 
AND METALLIC PAINT AND THE MERCEDES-BENZ E350 CDI BLUEEFFICIENCY SE WITH OPTIONAL PANORAMIC SUNROOF, LIGHT 
PACKAGE, 18” ALLOY WHEELS, METALLIC PAINT AND DISTRONIC PLUS, THE MERCEDES-BENZ C180K SPORT WITH OPTIONAL 18” 
ALLOY WHEELS, THE MERCEDES-BENZ SL 350 WITH OPTIONAL SPORTS PACKAGE, THE MERCEDES-BENZ CLC 180K SPORT, THE 
MERCEDES-BENZ E250 CDI BLUEEFFICIENCY AVANTGARDE SALOON WITH OPTIONAL 18” R320 ALLOY WHEELS AND METALLIC 
PAINT, THE MERCEDES-BENZ E350 CDI BLUEEFFICIENCY COUPE SPORT WITH OPTIONAL METALLIC PAINT AND PANORAMIC 
SUNROOF, THE MERCEDES-BENZ C220 CDI ESTATE SPORT WITH OPTIONAL BI-XENON LIGHT PACKAGE AND 18” AMG ALLOY 
WHEELS, THE MERCEDES-BENZ CLS 320 CDI INCLUDING OPTIONAL BIXENON HEADLAMPS, THE MERCEDES-BENZ SL65 AMG 
BLACK SERIES, THE MERCEDES-BENZ S500 LIMOUSINE WITH OPTIONAL 18” 5-SPOKE ALLOY WHEELS AND DISTRONIC AND 
BI-XENON HEADLAMPS, THE MERCEDES-BENZ C180K SPORT WITH OPTIONAL BI-XENON LIGHT PACKAGE AND METALLIC PAINT, 
THE MERCEDES-BENZ SLK200K WITH OPTIONAL METALLIC PAINT AND 17” ALLOY WHEELS, THE MERCEDES-BENZ M280 SPORT, 
A MERCEDES-BENZ R 320 CDI L SPORT WITH OPTIONAL 21” AMG ALLOY WHEELS, PRIVACY GLASS AND PANORAMIC GLASS 
SUNROOF, A MERCEDES-BENZ CL63 AMG WITH DISTRONIC PLUS, A MERCEDES-BENZ SL 350 WITH OPTIONAL SPORTS PACKAGE.

Model featured is a new smart fortwo cabriolet passion with Crystal white paint, Tridion safety cell in silver and design beige interior.

*Average based on customer service feedback from service events held at Mercedes-Benz of Northampton Official Worksop between  
1 January 2008 and 31 December 2008

Sytner Group
Mercedes-Benz of Northampton Riverside Business Park
Carousel Way, Northampton NN3 9HG
01604 774 200 www.mercedes-benzofnorthampton.co.uk

MOTORBIKE* CAR - UP TO 65%*

BUILDING & CONTENTS*COMMERCIAL 
VEHICLE

UP TO 65%*

CLASSIC BIKES • MODERN 
BIKES • MULTI BIKE POLICIES

MIRRORED NO CLAIM DISCOUNT
MULTI VEHICLE  DISCOUNTS
NAMED DRIVER DISCOUNTS

FLEET DISCOUNTS

• MULTI CAR DISCOUNT • NAMED DRIVER 
DISCOUNTS • 2nd CAR DISCOUNTS 

• LIMITED MILEAGE DISCOUNTS

• UPTO 20% DISCOUNT FOR COMBINED 
POLICIES • UPTO 30% NO CLAIMS DISCOUNT

FOR A FREE QUOTATION
AND IMMEDIATE COVER

52 HIGH STREET, IRCHESTER, WELLINGBOROUGH,
NORTHANTS, NN29 7AB  FAX: 01933 410865 
Email: profileinsurance@btconnect.com Web: www.profile-insurance.co.uk
Profile Insurance Services are an Independent Intermediary who are authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Services Authority, Registration Number 300093            *Terms and conditions apply

CALL US NOW

01933 410665

• Business and Company Taxation

• Personal Taxation

• Audit and advisory

• Corporate Finance

• Wealth Management

Hawsons Chartered Accountants and Business Advisors
Jubilee House, 32 Duncan Close, Moulton Park, 

Northampton NN3 6WL
Tel: 01604 645600 Fax: 01604 670076

davidcairns@hawsons.com    www.hawsons.co.uk

“We pride ourselves on the all-round 
expertise we have developed over many years. 

Our experienced and proactive partners 
and specialist staff are able to assist 

with the complex and demanding issues 
faced by businesses today.”

C H A R T E R E D  A C C O U N T A N T S




